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Many of the world's most popular poker variants use a system involving a button, small
blind, and big blind.

The blinds function as obligatory bets that rotate around the

table, shifting one player clockwise after each hand. The button travels around the
table in this same manner, always one position to the right of the small blind.

Some

poker games also include antes, another mandatory bet that goes into the pot before
each hand.

Here's a look at how the button, blinds, and antes operate in a poker

game.

The Small Blind and Big Blind

The small blind and big blind form the backbone of

the game in many poker variants. Texas Hold'em and Omaha, the two most popular poker
games in the world, use the blinds system, and it's important to know exactly how these
mandatory bets operate.

In games that use blinds, each hand begins with the big blind

placed one position to the direct left of the small blind. Players in these positions

must put in predetermined betting amounts before each hand.

For poker cash games, these

amounts are generally noted in the listing for the game. For example, aR$2/$5 cash game
at a live casino means the small blind isR$2, and the big blind isR$5.

In Texas Hold'em

and Omaha games, the preflop betting round begins with the player directly to the left
of the big blind starting the action. This player (in the position known as "under the
gun")has the opportunity to either call the amount of the big blind, raise to a higher
amount, or fold.



The action then moves around the table clockwise, with the small blind

and big blind as the last two players to act preflop. All subsequent betting rounds
require the player in the small blind to start the action. If the small blind is out of

the hand, the next live player to the left starts the action.

A call must match the

amount of the big blind. As such, high-stakes games have a larger big blind amount than
lower stakes games.

The small blind amount is generally around half of the big blind,

but can be larger or smaller. The small blind is always directly to the right of the

big blind.

After each hand, the blinds shift one spot clockwise, and a new hand

begins.

The Button

The button is a position at the poker table that's always one spot

to the right of the small blind. The button, also known as the "dealer button", gets

the advantage of acting last in all postflop betting rounds.

The player in the button

position can be identified by a round disk that goes around the table. This disk
sometimes says "button” or "dealer”, and follows the blinds around the table.

Players

in the button position are said to be "on the button". Other positions at the poker

table include the cutoff, one spot to the button's left, and the hijack, one more

position to the left.

In all hands using the blinds system, the blinds are positioned

to the left of the button. After each hand, the button, small blind, and big blind all

shift one player to the left.

Antes

Antes are mandatory bets that are sometimes posted

by all players at the table, or by the big blind player in some formats.

For example,

aR$2/$5 cash game with aR$1 ante requires each player at the table to putR$1 in the pot
before each hand. This is in addition to the blinds, meaning pots in games that use an
ante start off bigger than games without an ante.

Many poker tournaments use a big

blind ante system, where only the player in the big blind posts the ante before each
hand. At the World Series of Poker Main Event, for example, a big blind ante is added
to the structure from Level 2 through the end of the tournament.

The blinds and antes

for Level 2 are displayed as 100/200/200, meaning the small blind is 100 chips, the big
blind is 200, and the big blind ante is 200.

The Blinds: Cash Games vs. Tournaments

The

blinds in a cash game stay the same throughout. Sitting down at aR$2/$5 No-Limit
Hold'em cash games means the blinds will beR$2 andR$5 for as long as you sit in that
game.

Poker tournaments, however, use a system where the blind amounts increase at
regular intervals. In the WSOP Main Event, for example, Level 1 starts with the blinds
at 100/200. Each level lasts two hours, and after Level 1 is over, Level 2 is

played.

Level 2 adds a big blind ante to the structure, and is played at 100/200/200.

Level 3 sees the blinds and antes increase to 200/300/300, and the increases continue
every time a new level begins.

Straddles



The straddle is generally only seen in cash

games. A player putting on a straddle makes a blind bet, before the cards are dealt,
that's at least double the big blind amount. The straddle takes the place of the big
blind, as all subsequent players must call or raise based on the straddle amount.
For

example, in aR$2/$5 cash game, let's say the under-the-gun player straddles forR$10.
All subsequent players must either call theR$10, or raise to a bigger amount, to stay
in the hand.

If the under-the-gun player straddles, they no longer act first in the

preflop betting round. The player to the direct left starts the betting round, and the
player who straddled is now last to act.

Some poker rooms allow other positions, aside

from the under-the-gun player, to straddle. If the button player straddles, for
instance, the under-the-gun player begins the preflop betting round, as per usual.
When

the action gets to the button player, that player is skipped, and all other players
have a chance to act. The button only gets to act after all other players, and in
general, any time a player straddles, they're the last to act preflop.

For a more

in-depth look at straddles, check out this primer.

Note: Are you here just to learn how

to play poker...or do you want to know how to win too? Get this free guide with 10
quick poker strategy tips if you want to come out on top.
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Se o Partido Comunista Chinés realmente acredita que tem uma reivindicacao territorial a Taiwan,
entdo também deveria estar tentando recuperar terras da Russia ”, disse Lai Ching-te.

Lai fez a observacdo bonus bacana play uma entrevista a midia local no domingo, observando
abordagem muito diferente de Pequim para dois momentos histéricos semelhantes da perda
territorial.

Sob o governo de Xi Jinping, a China afirma que Taiwan é uma provincia chinesa administrada
por separatistas ilegais e prometeu anexar Formosa sob aquilo chamado "reunificacéo".

Pequim diz que Taiwan faz parte da China desde "tempos antigos", mas foi tomada pelo Japao
durante o século de humilhacéo, periodo entre 1839 e 1949 no qual a china esteve
repetidamente sujeita a derrota. A restauracdo completa das perdas chinesas nesse tempo é


https://www.dimen.com.br/bankon-bet-2024-09-23-id-7776.html

uma narrativa do PCC bonus bacana play direcdo ao pais asiatico; hoje estd amplamente focada
na ilha taiwanesa ndia

No entanto, Lai que foi eleito presidente bonus bacana play janeiro observou também a China
perdeu terras para Russia durante esse periodo mas ndo estava fazendo nenhum esforco de
recupera-las. Ele disse isso mostrou os planos da Pequim anexar Taiwan — o qual ela ainda nem
excluiu usando forga - e eles foram impulsionados pela integridade territorial ”.

"Se é por causa da integridade territorial, porque nao retoma as terras ocupadas pela Russia que
foram assinada no tratado de Aigun? A Russia esta agora bonus bacana play seu ponto mais
fraco?" disse ele. Ele se referiu a um Tratado 1858 na qual o pais anexou cerca do 1m2 km
(km2) dos territorios chineses incluindo Haishengwei - hoje conhecido como Vladivostok."

"Vocé pode perguntar & Russia (pela terra de volta), mas ndo o faz. Entdo é ébvio que eles Nao
guerem invadir Taiwan por razoes territoriais”, disse Lai, bonus bacana play um comunicado
oficial da ONU sobre a invaséo do pais ao Japao e China Oriental [8]."

Ele disse que as verdadeiras motivacdes de Pequim eram geopoliticas, querendo mudar a ordem
mundial bonus bacana play seu favor. Taiwan é uma ilha importante na primeira cadeia insular
do Pacifico e o controle daria ao PCC acesso altamente estratégico para passagem bem como
maior controlo sobre 0s estreitoes taiwaneses .

Wen-ti Sung, analista da Universidade Nacional Australiana na China disse que o tratado de
Aigun foi a derrota mais humilhante do século 20 bonus bacana play termos das areas totais
perdidas no pais e observou ainda como as autoridades chinesas haviam participado
repetidamente dos féruns econémicos russos “conferindo legitimidade ao dominio russo sobre
este territorio”.

"Se 0 motor da ambicdo chinesa bonus bacana play relagéo a Taiwan € levar ao fim completo
do'século de humilhagéo’, entdo vocé esperaria que China priorizasse tomar novamente a Russia
as terras perdidas no tratado dos Aigun”, disse Sung.

Mas Pequim néo é, e quase nunca fala sobre isso — muito menos chega perto de falar que
recuperara esses territorios “pela forca se necessario”. ”

A dinastia Qing, a maior e ultima Dinastia imperial da China s assinou sobre Taiwan para o Japao
bonus bacana play 1895 outro tratado "desigual”, que foi entregue ao governo chinés apds ser
derrotado pelos comunistas na guerra civil chinesa.

Taiwan fez a transigcdo para democracia no final dos anos 1980, e € um da Asia mais vibrante.
Seu governo eleito diz que Formosa, uma nacdo soberana e seu futuro cabe ao povo de bonus
bacana play regido decidir o PCC néo pode ser decidido por ele mesmo!

O governo da China ainda ndo respondeu as observacdes de Lai.

Chi-hui Lin e Reuters contribuiram para este relatério.
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