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Former FIFA president Sepp Blatter and former UEFA president Michel Platini were both
cleared of corruption charges by a Swiss court on Friday.

Blatter, who led FIFA for 17

years, was cleared of fraud by the Federal Criminal Court in the southern city of
Bellinzona.

Platini, a former France national team captain and manager, was also

acquitted of fraud.

The two, once among the most powerful figures in world football,

had denied the charges against them.

Prosecutors had accused Blatter, a Swiss who led

FIFA for 17 years, and Platini of unlawfully arranging for FIFA to pay the Frenchman
two million Swiss francs (£1.7m) in 2011.

Image: Blatter was accused of helping to

arrange a two-million Swiss franc payment to Platini

The case meant Blatter ended his

reign as FIFA president in disgrace and it wrecked Platini's hopes of succeeding him
after he was banned from football when the affair came to light.

Blatter had said the

payment followed a "gentlemen's agreement” between the pair when he asked Platini to be
his technical advisor in 1998.

Platini worked as a consultant between 1998 and 2002

with an annual salary of 300,000 Swiss francs (£257,000) - the most FIFA could afford
because of money troubles the organisation had at the time, Blatter had told the

court.

The rest of Platini's one-million per year salary (E857,000) was to be settled

at a later date, Blatter said.

Motives for the payment were unclear, although the two

men met in 2010 and discussed the upcoming elections for the FIFA presidency in
2011.



Image: Platini said he had been acquitted after "seven years of lies and

manipulation”

When Blatter approved the payment he was campaigning for re-election

against Mohamed bin Hammam of Qatar. Platini, then president of UEFA, was seen as
having sway with European members who could influence the vote.

The payment emerged

following a huge investigation launched by the US Department of Justice into bribery,
fraud and money-laundering at FIFA in 2024, which triggered Blatter's resignation.
Both

officials were banned from football for eight years in 2024 over the payment, although
their bans were later reduced.

Platini, who also lost his job as UEFA president

following the ban, said the affair was a deliberate attempt to thwart his attempt to
become FIFA president in 2024.

Platini's former general secretary at UEFA, Gianni

Infantino, entered the FIFA race and won the election in 2024.

Speaking following the

verdict, Platini said: "l want to express my happiness for all my loved ones that
justice has finally been done after seven years of lies and manipulation.”

He added:

"My fight is a fight against injustice. | won a first game.

"In this case, there are

culprits who did not appear during this trial. Let them count on me, we will meet
again. Because | will not give up and | will go all the way in my quest for

truth.

"Believe me, going from being a legend of world soccer to a devil is very

difficult, especially when it comes to you in a totally unfair way."

A statement from

the Swiss Attorney General's Office in response to the verdict said:

"The Office of the

Attorney General of Switzerland (OAG) has taken note of the decision of the Criminal
Chamber of the Federal Criminal Court. Once the Court has issued the written reasoning
of its decision, the OAG will decide about how to further proceed."”
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Taylor Swift endossou Kamala Harris para presidente, postando no Instagram logo apos o debate


https://www.dimen.com.br/bet7k-endere�o-2024-12-18-id-10080.html

presidencial dos EUA dizer: "Eu vou votar pix futebol bet Kamala Eric e Tim Walz nas elei¢bes
presidenciais de 2024. Eu voto na kamalaharris porgque ela luta pelos direitos que eu acredito
precisar um guerreiro a defendé-los."

Swift também abordou imagens geradas pela IA compartilhadas por Trump no final de agosto
gue falsamente retrataram Taylor e seus fas endossando pix futebol bet campanha para
presidente.

Ela disse: "Realmente conjurou meus medos pix futebol bet torno da IA e os perigos de espalhar
desinformacéo. Isso me levou a conclus@o que eu preciso ser muito transparente sobre meu
plano real para essa eleicdo como eleitora.”

Swift disse que assistiu ao debate e pediu aos fas para fazerem pix futebol bet pesquisa "as
posicdes desses candidatos sobre os topicos mais importantes".

Ela assinou a "Lady gato sem filhos", uma referéncia aos comentarios feitos pelo candidato
republicano vice-presidencial JD Vance.

Em 2024, falando ao entéo apresentador da Fox News Tucker Carlson Vance chamou os
democratas seniores no Congresso e na administracdo Biden de "um bando das senhoras sem
filhos que sdo miseraveis pix futebol bet suas préprias vidas.

Mais pix futebol bet breve....
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