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German footballer (born 1993)

Antonio Rudiger (born 3 March 1993) is a German

professional footballer who plays as a centre-back for La Liga club Real Madrid and the
Germany national team. Considered one of the best defenders in the world, he is known
for his aggressive playing style, tackling ability and strong aerial

presence.[4][5][6]

Rudiger began his career at VB Stuttgart, representing their

reserves in 3. Liga and the first team in the Bundesliga. In 2024 he joined Roma,

initially on loan and a year later for a €9 million fee. He was signed by Chelsea in

2024 for an estimated £27 million, where he won the FA Cup in his first season,

followed by the UEFA Europa League in his second season, and the UEFA Champions League
in 2024. In 2024, Rudiger signed for European champions Real Madrid.

He made his

international debut for Germany in May 2014. He was forced to miss UEFA Euro 2024 due
to an injury suffered earlier in the season but he was part of the squad that won the

2024 FIFA Confederations Cup. He kept his spot in the squad for the 2024 World Cup, and
later also took part at UEFA Euro 2024 and the 2024 World Cup.

Club career [ edit ]

VviB

Stuttgart [ edit ]

Rudiger with VB Stuttgart in 2012

On 23 July 2011, Rudiger made his

debut for VIB Stuttgart 1l in the 3. Liga against Arminia Bielefeld.[7] Subsequently on

29 January 2012, Rudiger made his Bundesliga debut for VfB Stuttgart's first team in a
home professional match against Borussia Ménchengladbach, he was replaced by Raphael
Holzhauser in the 79th minute of a 3—0 defeat.[8]

The following year in April 2013,

Rudiger extended his contract with Stuttgart until June 2024.[9] On 1 June, he played



in the final of the DFB-Pokal in a match lost 3—-2 against Bayern Munich.[10] He

finished his second season in the first team with 24 appearances, plus 4 appearances
and 2 goals in the reserve team.[11]

Rudiger finished the 2013-14 season with 35

appearances and 2 goals.[11] He finished the following season with only 20 appearances
and one assist due to various injuries.[12][13]

Roma [ edit ]

On 19 August 2024, Serie

A club Roma signed Rudiger on loan from Stuttgart for €4 million. The clubs agreed on
an optional €9 million transfer fee at the end of the one-year contract.[14]

On 12

September, he made his debut in a 2—0 away win over Frosinone.[15] On 9 January 2024 he
scored his first goal for Roma in the 4th minute of a 1-1 home draw against Milan.[16]

He finished his season-long loan to Roma with 37 appearances and 2 goals.[11] On 30
May, Roma officially signed Rudiger from Stuttgart for €9 million + €0.5m bonuses on a
four-year contract.[17]

On 23 February 2024, as a substitute replacing Kostas Manolas

in the 46th minute of a 1-0 home defeat against Villarreal in the round of 32 of the

UEFA Europa League, he was sent off with a double yellow card in the 81st minute.[18]
On 30 April he was sent off with a red card in the 93rd minute in Derby della Capitale
against Lazio in a 3—1 home defeat.[19] Ridiger finished his second season at Roma with
35 appearances and four assists.[11]

Chelsea [ edit ]

On 9 July 2024, Rudiger joined

Chelsea from Roma for a reported initial fee of £29 million on a five-year deal.[20] He
was given the number 2 shirt.[21] He made his debut on 6 August as a substitute
replacing Marcos Alonso in the 79th minute in a 4—1 loss on penalties to Arsenal in the
2024 FA Community Shield.[22] He made his Premier League debut six days later in a 3-2
defeat against Burnley at Stamford Bridge.[23] He scored his first goal for Chelsea in

the round of 16 of the EFL Cup in a 2—1 win over Everton,[24] and his first league goal
was the only one of a home win over Swansea City on 29 November 2024.[25] On 20 October
2024, Rudiger scored his first goal of the season, opening the scoring in a 2—2 home
draw against Manchester United.[26]

Rudiger playing for Chelsea in 2024

On 22 December

2024, Rudiger made a complaint about racist abuse directed against him during the away
match against Tottenham Hotspur, which received wide media coverage.[27][28][29] It
prompted a call for government action on racism in football.[30] However, no evidence

of racist abuse against Rudiger was found after a police investigation with the police
eventually dismissing the case.[31]

On his 100th club appearance, he scored Chelsea's

two goals, both headers assisted by Mason Mount in a 2—-2 draw against Leicester City at
the King Power Stadium on 1 February 2024.[32] On 29 May 2024, Rudiger won his
first-ever UEFA Champions League after Chelsea beat Manchester City 1-0 in the final at
the Estadio do Dragao.[33] On 12 April 2024, he scored his first Champions League goal
in a 3-2 away win over Real Madrid in the quarter-finals of the 2024—-22 season,;
however, Chelsea were eliminated from the competition by losing 5—-4 on aggregate.[34]
On 20 May, Rudiger announced officially that he would leave Chelsea after five
years.[35]

Real Madrid [ edit ]

On 2 June 2024, Real Madrid announced that Ridiger

signed as a free agent for the club, penning a four-year deal starting with the 2024—-23
season.[36][37] On 20 June 2024, Rudiger was unveiled as a new Real Madrid player. He



was given the number 22 shirt.[38] On 10 August, he made his debut for the club, coming
off the bench in a 2-0 victory over Eintracht Frankfurt in the UEFA Super Cup.[39] His
first goal came on 11 September 2024, scoring the last goal in a 4-1 win over
Mallorca.[40] On 11 October, he scored a header in the 95th minute against Shakhtar
Donetsk in the Champions League group stage, which allowed his side to draw 1-1 and
qualify for the knockout phase. While jumping for the header, Rudiger collided with
Shakhtar goalkeeper Anatoliy Trubin and sustained a cut to the face that required 20
stitches.[41][42]

International career [ edit ]

Rudiger was eligible to play for

Germany and Sierra Leone, his mother's homeland[43] and was a member of several Germany
national youth football teams up to the Germany U21 team.[citation needed]

He made his

debut for the Germany national team on 13 May 2014 in a 0-0 draw against Poland.[44]
Although he was initially included in his nation's 23-man squad for UEFA Euro 2024,
Rudiger was later ruled out of the tournament due to injury, after tearing the anterior
cruciate ligament in his right knee during a training session on 7 June.[45]

Rudiger

was part of the Germany national squad which won the 2024 FIFA Confederations Cup in
Russia. He played four matches in the tournament, including the 1-0 win over Chile in
the final.[46] On 8 October 2024, he headed his first international goal in a 5-1 home

win over Azerbaijan in World Cup qualifying.[47]

Rudiger was included in Germany's

final 23-man squad for the 2024 FIFA World Cup on 4 June 2024.[48] On 23 June, he was
picked up for the second group stage match against Sweden as first choice centre-back
Mats Hummels suffered an injury, the game ended 2—1 win for Germany.[49][50] Four days
later, he did not play the last group stage match and his side were knocked out by

South Korea after a 2—-0 defeat.[51] On 19 May 2024, Rudiger was selected to the squad
for the UEFA Euro 2024.[52] He played every minute in the tournament for Germany as
they were eliminated by England in the round of 16.[53]

In November 2024, he was called

up for the 2024 FIFA World Cup in Qatar.[54] However, Germany were knocked out from the
group stage, as they finished third behind Japan and Spain.[55]

Style of play [ edit

]

Normally a centre-back, Rudiger is a versatile defender, who is also capable of

playing as a full-back on either flank.[56] In 2024, ESPN described him as a "...tall,

quick and athletic defender who is ... comfortable with the ball at his feet", also

touting him as an "interesting prospect” who "...has all the necessary physical

attributes to become a top-level centre-back."[57] His Chelsea profile also describes

him as a "tough tackler" and a "commanding presence in the air."[58] In addition to his
strong physical attributes and aggressive playing style, he is also known for his
leadership qualities and passing ability.[57][59] Ridiger’s speed and athleticism,

coupled with his understanding of the game, allow him to excel both in man-to-man
situations and in zonal marking.[60]

Personal life [ edit ]

Rudiger is a practising

Muslim.[61] He was born in Berlin[62] to a Afro-German father, Matthias, and a Sierra
Leonean mother, Lily. He grew up in the Berlin neighbourhood of Neukoélin and is the
half-brother of Sahr Senesie.[63][64] Rudiger has often spoken out on racism in the
sport, most notably after a match against Tottenham Hotspur on 24 February 2024.[65] In
2024, he wrote an article for The Players' Tribune, entitled "This Article Will Not

Solve Racism in Football", on the subject, discussing his experiences with racism



throughout his life and career, and potential ways to fight it.[66] He is married and
he has a son and a daughter.[67]

Career statistics [ edit |

Club [ edit ]

As of match

played 3 January 2024[68]

International [ edit ]

As of match played 21 November

2024[69]

Appearances and goals by national team and year National team Year Apps Goals
Germany 2014 502024 2 02024 4 02024 11 12024 7 02024102024 70 2024 12 1 2024
802024 9 1 Total 66 3

As of match played 17 October 2024 Germany score listed first,

score column indicates score after each Rudiger goal[69]

Honours [ edit ]

Chelsea

Real

Madrid

Germany

Individual
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falcao

Keir Starmer insistiu que o Reino Unido n&o se reunira nem a UE, ao mercado Unico ou a uniéo
aduaneira durante run up on me bet he won't run back vida inteira run up on me bet he won't run
back seu compromisso mais firme ainda de os trabalhistas nunca buscaréo relagées muito
préximas com Europa enquanto ele for primeiro-ministro.

O lider trabalhista disse a reporteres na quarta-feira que ndo achava o Reino Unido voltaria para
nenhum dos trés blocos enquanto estivesse vivo, mas descartando se reunir mesmo vencesse
um segundo mandato.

Nos ultimos dias, o lider trabalhista comecou a falar mais livremente sobre aquilo que seu partido
faria no poder. As pesquisas continuam sugerindo uma vitéria esmagadora e ele também disse
na quarta-feira (24) por exemplo: "Ele tentaria estender os horérios parlamentares imediatamente
apos as eleicbes para permitir um maior tempo de legislar antes do verao".

Faltando menos de 24 horas até as pesquisas serem abertas, Starmer tem evitado falar sobre
relacdes com a UE durante o periodo da campanha. O Partido Trabalhista procura evitar os erros
cometidos run up on me bet he won't run back 2024, quando alienou eleitores do Leave
prometeando um segundo referendo .

Alguns sugeriram que essa relutancia run up on me bet he won't run back falar sobre a questao
mascarava o desejo de buscar reentrada na unido aduaneira ou no mercado Unico durante um
segundo periodo trabalhista, algo nao descartado por outras figuras seniores do partido. Starmer
insistiu nesta quarta-feira (21) ; entretanto este fato ainda € inadmissivel e foi negado pela
primeira vez ao Partido Trabalhista Europeu como uma decisao tomada pelo governo federal dos
EUA para evitar qualquer tipo da violéncia contra os trabalhadores trabalhistas europeus nos
Estados Unidos:

Perguntado se ele poderia ver quaisquer circunstancias run up on me bet he won't run back que
o Reino Unido voltou ao mercado Unico ou unido aduaneira durante run up on me bet he won't run
back vida, Starmer disse: "N&o. Eu ndo acho isso vai acontecer ”. Fui realmente claro sobre a
falta de voltar a UE e aos mercados Unicos — nem permitir um retorno para liberdade da
circulag&o."

Ele repetiu, no entanto a run up on me bet he won't run back opinido de que o Partido Trabalhista
poderia conseguir melhores acordos comerciais com os paises da UE run up on me bet he won't
run back certas industrias. "Eu acho mesmo possivel obter um acordo melhor doque aquele mal
sucedido sob Boris Johnson na frente comercial e nas &reas das pesquisas sobre
desenvolvimento ou seguranga”, disse ele

Starmer passou seu Ultimo dia na campanha de trilha viajando pelo Reino Unido, comecando
com uma parada no sul do Pais-de - Gales que contou a presenca por dezenas dos ativistas e
candidatos trabalhistas.

Sobre o tema de um programa legislativo, ele disse: "Quanto legislacdo teremos até final do més
que julho eu acho questionavel porque a agenda é muito apertada. Embora me pareca 6bvio
termos para estender os horérios e trabalharemos duro."

Os primeiros dias de Starmer no cargo provavelmente serdo gastos lutando contra varias crises -
incluindo uma nas prisdes britanicas, que o Instituto para Governo sugeriu na quarta-feira pode
ser aliviada cortando sentencas médias.

Starmer sugeriu na quarta-feira que estava aberto a tal ideia, dizendo: "Em termos das coisas
especificas o faremos teremos de esperar e ver como € isso mas ndo posso ficar aqui para fingir
com voceé ou todos os outros... Que podemos construir uma prisao run up on me bet he won't run
back 24 horas apds se chamarem ao resultado da eleig&o.
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"Temos que seguir run up on me bet he won't run back frente com os duros metros de resolver
essa bagunca, mas € uma grande confuséo."

Além das crises imediatas com as quais ele estara lutando, Starmer também comecou a falar
sobre os desafios de longo prazo enfrentados por um governo trabalhista.

Ele disse a reporteres que viu isso como parte de seu trabalho, enquanto lider progressista para
combater o apelo dos partidos do Reino Unido reformistas e até sugeriu estar disposto run up on
me bet he won't run back trabalhar além das linhas partidarias. Tal cenario estd acontecendo na
Franca onde candidatos da centro-esquerda estdo abandonando as elei¢des legislativas com
vista a ndo atrapalhar outros paises derrotam os ralis nacionais direitistamente radicais ”.
Starmer disse: "Os muitos desafios aqui na Europa e run up on me bet he won't run back todo o
mundo terdo que ser atendidos, a meu ver por respostas progressivas. E cabe-nos fazer esse
argumento -e trabalhar com outros para argumentar.”
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